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service most acceptably (though In truth I did but do
my duty and O that 1 had performed it as I thought!).
After this his Majesty was pleased to talk with me
alone near an hour,, of several particulars of my
employment and ordered me to attend him again on
the Thursday following at Whitehall." This is the
diary entry under January sgth, 1655-6. It is an
abbreviation of a fuller account which he gave in a
letter to his wife who was at Wotton. This letter* of
the same date is interesting as being the only one so
far produced*]" of Evelyn to Mary (it is unlikely there
were many, as they were never for long separated,
although at this period it is probable there was more
than one). In it he enlarges on the way all present
congratulated him:
"none with more ceremony compliment and wonder-
ful expressions of kindness than my Lord of St.
Albans who is wont (you know) to overlook all the
world. Thus I passed from one to another half
pulled to pieces for joy and at last I came away a
squire as pure as ever 1 went, to my no small content-
ment though I was once or twice afraid of making
you a lady; but I thank God I got most dexterously
off."
(Evelyn's father had to pay ^50 for refusing a
knighthood.) In spite of the bad weather he wants
his wife to return to Sayes Court "by the con-
veniency of the Glass coach/' and gives instructions,,
*MS, in the possession of Frances Evelyn, Rowley Heygate, printed
with six other letters lor private circulation, by the Oxford University
Press in 1914,
t Access to the papers at Wotton has not been granted to the author,
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